Pohts1 takes hands with
GTM to cure power crisis

W Joe Dreyer

' With the continuous power cuts costing an average of 1 000

productive hours lost in the Politsi area per year, the farming
community pulled together and approached the Greater

‘Tzaneen Municipality with a workable plan.
In an initiative guided by ZZ2, a team comprised of lo-
_cal farmers and business owners faunched an audit of the
power grid in their areas during October of 2021. Through®

this exercise they were able to identify and map the trouble
zones which allowed them to action a strategy-which they
in turn presented to the municipality.

“It soon became apparent to us that most of the Issues we

. face with our continuous powet outages could be attribut-
ed to small things we as a community could help sort out, -
" for example, links have dropped, in léss than half the time

Things like vegetation conitrol around your own perimeter
for starters, Is actually one of the biggest causes of outages,
especially during windy and rainy weathe "said Niel Scholtz
of ZZ2.

. The idea they came up with was to involve everyone in-
the Politsi area and gather resources such as grasscutters,

chainsaws, vehicles, and manpower to form a maintenance

" tearmn which, started clearing the servitudes under all the

powerlines in the area. Thus far the teams have cleared 28
kilometres of vegetation in just the fast few weeks, and they
have 15 more k|lometres ieft before their entire grid has

~ been cleaned.

“This project will-become an_ongomg maintenance exer-

“cise which initially will be conducted bi-weekly and as the

system completely stablilzes, should become a monthly or
bi-monthly exercise.”

The Greater Tzaneen Municipality came onboard immedi-
ately and joined the residents on their quest to end the cri-

_sis, orat the very least make tendmg to outages a lot more

efficient, .
"The |nvolvement of the GTM fs on the switching and the

Iegal side of the project. Before we conduct any mainte- -
nance, we get the municipal technicians on site and they.

switch off the power to allow us to get to work,” explained
- Deon Jacobs, Electrical Supervisor at ZZ2. "So far, we identi-

fied a faulty transformer, some missing links and broken au- -

. to-reclosers, which.the municipality replaced, and we now

have a good working relationship with them, which means
we receive speedy service when weé have a problem.”

One of the other advantages of this project Is that through
the thorough cleaning and inspection of the powerlines,
many previously unseen faults were identified in places that
the municipal teams just could not reach, mostly because of
the terrain and the overgrown vegetation. -

“One of the electrtcuans who services our area has ex-
pressed his appreciation ashe can now reach an area where’

he would normally have taken in the past. And because ~
the servitudes are now devoid of any overgrown trees and

shrubbery, it makes it much easier to spot the faults onthe
lines;” said Scholtz.

Scholtz and Jacobs approached Westfalia who threw their

‘weight behind the project too and soon alf the neighbour-

ing farmers and businesses jumped on board. The project
was mapped out in six phases of which four have already

. been completed. The last stretch of 15 kilometras is expect-
“ed to_be the most challenging as it will cross over the ofd

Sapekoe tea farm-and otheér rugged terrain.

" *One of the unexpected offshoots of this project has been
the sense of ubuntu it has created. You know, whilst we were -
busy worklng the lines, neighbours reconnected after more
than 15 years and some met for the first time. This is a great
case study of what is achievable when neighbours take::-.
hands with their’ municipality to make a difference togeth-

‘er. Politsi area has had no power outages in the last-three

weeks, and we even had our llghtS on dunng the storm at

thé start of the menth”
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Politsi takes hands wﬂh
GTM to cure power crisis

W Joe Dreyer

.With"rhe continuous power cuts costing an average of 1 000

productive hours lost in the Politsi area per year, the farming
community pulled together and approached the Greater

Tzaneen Municipality with a workable plan.

In an initiative guided by ZZ2, a team comprised of lo-
‘cal farmers and business owners launched an audit of the
_power grid in their areas during October of 2021. Through’

this exercise they were able to identify and map the trouble
zones which aflowed them to action a strategywhich they
inturn presented to the municipality.

“It soon became apparent to us that most of the issues we
| . face with our continuous power outages-could be attribut-
ed.to small things we as a community could help sort out. -
Things like vegetation control around your own perimeter

for starters, is actually one of the biggest causes of outages,

. especially during windy and rainy weathe sald Niel Scholtz

of ZZ2.

© The idea they came up wnth was to involve everyone in:

the Politsi area and gather resources such as grasscutters,

+ chainsaws, vehicles, and manpower to form a maintenance
- team which, started clearing the servitudes under all the

powerlines in the area. Thus far the teams have cleared 28
kilornetres of vegetation in just the last few weeks, and they
have 15 more k|}ometres left before their entire grid has

_ been cleaned.

“This project will-become an ongoing maintenance exer-

"cise which initially will be conducted bi-weekly and as the’

system completely stabilizes, should become a monthly or

bi-monthly exercise” '
The Greater Tzaneen Municipality came onboard immedi-

ately and joined the residents on their quest fo end the cri-

-sis, or.at the very least make tending to outages a lot more

efficient, .
"The mvolvement of the GTM is on the switching and the
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Iegal side of the project. Before we conduct. any mainte-
nance, we get the municipal technicians on site and they.

switch off the power to allow us to get to work,’ explained -
. Deon Jacobs, Electrical Supervisor at ZZ2. “So far, we identi-

fied a faulty transformer, some missing links and broken ay-
to-reclosers, which the municipality replaced, and we now
have a good working relationship with them, which means
we receive speedy service when we have a problem.”

One of the other advantages of this project Is that through
the thorough cleaning and inspection of the powerlines,
many previously unseen faults were identified in places that

the municipal teams just could not reach, mostly because of -
- the terrain and the overgrown vegetation.

“One of the electricians who services our area has ex-
pressed his appreciation as he can now reach an area where'
for example, links have dropped,-in léss than half the time

he would normally have taken in the past. And because ~

the servitudes are now devoid of any overgrown trees and
shrubbery, it makes it- much easier to spot the faults on the

lines;” said Scholtz.
Scholtz and Jacobs approached Westfalla who threw their .
‘welght behind the project too and soon all the rieighbour-

ing farmers and businesses jumped on board. The project
was mapped out in six phases of which four have already

. been completed. The last stretch of 15 kilometres is expect-
ed to.be the most challenging as it will cross over the old

Sapekoe tea farm and other rugged terrain. -
" *One of the unexpected offshoots of this project. ‘has been

the sense of ubuntu it has created. You know, whilst we were -

busy working the tines, neighbours reconnected after more
than 15 years and some met for the first time. This is a great

case study of what is. achievable when néighbours take:-.

hands with their municipality to make a difference togeth-
er. Politsi area has had no power outages in the last three
weeks, and we even had our lights on during the storm at

‘thé stary of the month”
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Minister for
- Communications and.
Digital Technologies,
Khumbudzo Ntshavheni,
switched off the analogue
transmitter in the Greater
- Tzaneen Municipality
(GTM) as part of the
department’s digital
migration programme, on
Tuesday, February 8,
“This initiative will help
boost media and network
‘services in the municipality
and limit the cost of
communication by ensuring
that communities enjoy
" the benefit of affordable
_internet,” said Ntshavheni.
She was accompanied
by the Limpopo MEC for
Economic Development
~and Tourism, Thabo
Mokon¢, Mopani .
District-executive mayor,
Pule Shayi and Thabo .
Maunatlala of GTM.

' The entourage embarked
on a door-to-door campaign
in Muhlaba village, where
the minister visited the

‘Mushwana and Mhlanga
families to interact with
them and assess where the
installation has been done:

In order to qualify for
free government subsidised

- decoder and installation,
South African citizens
with a household monthly .-
income of R3500 or less
can apply at the nearest
post office or through www. .
stbreg:stratlon £OV.Za: '

Top: Minister Khumbuzo Ntshavheni with Paulina Mushwana to check if the digital
migration has taken place. Below: Ntshavheni in the yellow dress engaglng with
the wllagers durmg her visit to Muhlaba wllage




Anwen Mojéla

A multl-mﬂho Rand ommerclal
development is underway in Tzaneen '

“adjacent to the R71 next to the Sasol garage

which will house a'MéDonalds fast food
oqtlet and a.new medical centre.
"“A total of nine business stands have

,been laid out for development of an opett
space business node for Tzaneen,” local

businesswoman and developer, lelemlen
Roettgers told the Herald.
“We are ready to commence with
construction of a McDonalds adjacent to .
Sasol, which will be followed by another
drwe-through in phase 2 of the development
The erven betweén Sasol and the river has

‘been sold to 4 consortium of doctors whom

are looking to complete a medical centre
within this year still.” - ’

"It is anticipated that the McDonalds will
be operational by the beginning of Augist.

this year and the medlcal centre at the end of

the year. _
She:said the other erven in the . :
development belong to the developers-of,

Total and KFC which will also be develope'd |

in the near future.

A large network of services had to be
upgraded to enable the road that will serv1ce
the development to be built.

“This included securing of the river banks, -

building a bridge, filling of soil, upgrading
of stormwater and then construction of the -
road,” she said. =

Greater Tzaneen Municipality (GTM)
spokesperson, Neville Ndlala, told the

Herald previously that the municipality had ~

an agreement with the developer whereby

she applied for the commercial centre-

PIa5|es leer PHS ‘n krleketles

Merensky se Ockert Schoeman wys sy staal met die kolf tydens
n. wedstryd veriede Saterdag teen PHS. Lees berlg op bl. 4. -

. GTM m'ayof, Gerson Molapisane during
. the media briefing last week. Photo; Anwen

" upgrade of the
- Bert Booysen (off

-Sireet going towards

: & June 25.

" investment for the:

Maowasha, a

do the construction

Boundary Street)

the R71 road which
was compieted on

The total

development totalled

to R22 million in

2021, Roettgers said.
Dr Elias

Tzaneen doctot,
confirmed that they
will be building a
medical centre on the
premises. It will be
called The Tzaneen Doctor’s Centre. :
“For now, I can confirm that the medical
centre will have a large pharmacy retailer;

‘a diabetic ¢linie, X-ray facilities, Lancet

Laboratories, surgeries for specialists such
as an urologist, a psychologlst a dletlclan
and a podiatrist.

“The centre will start operatmg from
December this vear and the total investment
is estimated at R44 million of which R34
million will go towards the construction.”
They paid R10 rmlhon for the laiid, he
confirmed. .

During a GTM media engagement last
week Thursday, GTM mayor, Gerson
Molapisane confirmed the development;
saying that it will benefit the mumclpahty
and its residents.

. “We need to make sure that our streets
are clean and safe as no one will want

e e e dde i Tar et asos tm 1 mlare arhara

An archltectural 1mpre35|en of the new medlcal centre in Tzaneen

their mvestment cannot be fac111tated
successfully,” said the mayor.

He said he will work unabatedly towards a
situation where infrastructure is of such that

it will-attract developers.

In another meeting, Molaplsane recently

met with André Thomas of Thomas

and Swanepoel to discuss a range of
developmental issues in Tzaneen. =
Thomas and Swanepoel represent the

" Resilient Group which owns Tzaneng Mall,

Tzaneen Crossing and Tzaneen Lifestyle -
Centre. The law firm also represent the
owners of the new R71 development.
“The two parties agreed to work fogether
in order to ynlock opportunities for
locals and create to create employment,
We are very excited about the coming .
developments,” said the mayor.
Tt is understood that the Resilient
Group is also looking into upgradmg thelr
investments in Tzancen.
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Anwen Mejela

A mult1—m11110n Rand com.merc1al
development i8 underway in Tzaneen

‘adjacent to the:R71: neéxt to the Sasol garage ™

which will house a McDonalds fast food
outlét and a.new medical cenire.

. “A total of nine business stands have
becn laid ovt for development of an open

space business node for Tzanecn,” local

businesswoman and developer, lelemien
Roettgers told the Herald.

“We are ready to commence with _
construction of a McDonalds adjacent to
Sasol, which will be followed by ancther
drive-through in phase 2 of the development.
The erven between Sasol and the river has

‘been sold to a consortium of doctors whom

are looking to complete a medical centre
within this year still.” - . -

It is anticipated that the McDonalds wﬂl
be operational by the beginning of Aughst
this year and the medlcal centre at the end of
the year. o

She said the other erven in the .
development belong to the developers of

Total and KI'C which will also be. developed

i the near future.

A large network of services had to be-
upgraded to enable the road that will serv1ce
the development to be built.” :

“This included securing of the river banks,
building a bridge, filling of soil, upgrading'

of stormwater and then constructlon of the

road,” she said.
Greater Tzaneen Mumclpahty (GTM)
spokesperson Neville Ndlala, told the

Herald previously that the municipality had

an agreement with the developer whereby.

she applied for the commercial centre:
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' .'Merensky se Ockert Schoeman wys sy staal met die Kolf tydens
| ‘n wedstryd verlede Saterdag teen PHS Lees beng op bl. 4.

. GTM mayof, Gerson Molapisane during

the media briefing last week. Photo: Anwen

‘Bert Booysen (off -

.Maowasha, a

‘a diabétic ¢linic, X-ray facilities, Lancet

do the construction
upgrade of the

Boundary Street)
Street going towards
the R71 road which
was completed on -
June 25.

‘The total
investment for the-
development totalled
to R22 millionin
2021, Roettgers said.

Dr Ehas .

Tzaneen doctor,
confirmed that they
will be building a
medical centre ofy the
premises. It will be
called The Tzaneen Doctor’s Centre.

“For now, I can confirm that the medical
centre will have a large pharmacy retailer,

An archltectural |mpre33|on of the new medical centre i Tzaneen

- their mvestment cannot be facﬂ1tated
successtully,” said the mayor. ;

He: said he will work unabatedly towards a
sltuatlon where infrastructure is of such that
it will attract developers. .

In another meeting, Molapls_ane recently
met with André Thomas of Thomas

“and Swanepoel to discuss a range of
developmental issues in Tzancen.

Thomas and Swanepoel represent the
Resilient Group which owns Tzaneng Mall,
Tzaneen Crossing and Tzaneen Lifestyle °
Centre. The law firm also represent the
owners of the new R71 development.

“The two parties agreed to work together
in order to unlock opportunities for
locals and create to create employment. -
We are very excited about the coming
‘developments, * gaid the mayor.

Tt is understood that the Resilient
Group is also looking into upgradmg their
investments in Tzaneeh.

Laboratories, surgeries for spec1ahsts ‘such
as an urologist, a psychologlst a dietician
and a podiatrist.

“The centre will start operatmg from
December this year and the total investment
is estimated at R44 million of which R34
million will go towards the construction.”
They paid R10 rmlhon for the land, he
confirmed. . -

During a GTM media engagement last
week Thursday, GTM mayor, Gerson
Molapisane confirmed the development,
saying that it will benefit the mummpahty
and its residents.

“We need to make sure that our streets
are clean and safe as no one will want
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